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27th April 2025 
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Quire  



Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 

  
 

The choral setting is  

John Taverner (c. 1490-1545), The meane mass 

 
Please ask the priest if you require a gluten-free communion wafer 

 
 

Livestreaming 
 

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera, 
although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation. 

By attending you agree to be seen in this way.  

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy. 

 
 

 

Cover Image:  The Resurrection, from the Corona Redemption window 
 
 

THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury Cathedral in 
response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to give regularly.  

Parish Giving Scheme – Scan the QR code to make a one-off or 
regular donation to the Cathedral by joining the parish giving 
scheme. You can also visit  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or phone 0333 021271 quoting parish code 060606001.  

                         
By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid envelopes - UK taxpayers please 
fill in the details on the envelope.  
 

 
 

 
    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

   An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the Cathedral. 
Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 

Large print orders of service are available from the   

stewards and virgers. Please ask. 

 

 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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The Gathering 

 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing 

 

The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the Passover of gladness,  
the Passover of God; 

from death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ hath brought us over  
with hymns of victory. 
 

                                 3Now let the heavens be joyful,  

     and earth her song begin, 
     the round world keep high triumph,  

     and all that is therein; 
     let all things seen and unseen  

     their notes in gladness blend, 
     for Christ the Lord is risen,  

     our joy that hath no end. 
 

Words: Greek St John of Damascus (c. 675-c. 750)        Tune: ELLACOMBE          AM 216 

            Tr J M Neale (1616-66) 
 

The President says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

   2Our hearts be pure from evil,  
   that we may see aright 

   the Lord in rays eternal  
   of resurrection-light; 

   and, listening to his accents,  
   may hear so calm and plain  

   his own ‘All hail,’ and, hearing,  
   may raise the victor strain. 
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The Deacon introduces  
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.       
 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

 
We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

The President says 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus 

te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter 
magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus pater omnipotens. 

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, qui 

tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe 
deprecationem nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe, 
cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Almighty Father, 
you have given your only Son to die for our sins 

and to rise again for our justification: 
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 

that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Acts 5.27-32  
 

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they made them stand 
before the council. The high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you 

strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’ But 

Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by 

hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
Saviour that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And 

we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 150 
 

O praise God in his holiness :  

praise him in the firmament of his power. 
 

Praise him in his noble acts :  
praise him according to his excellent greatness. 
 

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet :  
praise him upon the lute and harp. 
 

Praise him in the cymbals and dances :  
praise him upon the strings and pipe. 
 

Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals :  

praise him upon the loud cymbals. 
 

Let every thing that hath breath :  

praise the Lord. 
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Stand as the cantor sings and we respond 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  Alleluia. 
 

The Gospel   John 20.19-end  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

It was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 

he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 

Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe.’ 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
The organist plays a Gospel fanfare 

 

Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
 

Sermon   The Reverend Dr E L Pennington, Canon Missioner 

 



6 

After the Sermon, a few moments of silence are kept as we reflect on 

what we have heard and then the choir sings  
 

The Motet  
 

O sacrum convivium, in quo 

Christus sumitur; 
recolitur memoria passionis ejus; 

mens impletur gratia; 
et futurae gloriae nobis pignus 

datur. Alleluia. 
 

O sacred banquet, wherein Christ is 

received; 
the memorial of his passion is renewed; 

the soul is filled with grace; 
and a pledge of future glory is given to 

us. Alleluia. 

 

Words: Antiphon for Corpus Christi             Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-85) 

 

Please stand 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

The President says 
 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 
and this we believe. 

Amen. 
 

Kneel or sit for 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

One of these responses is used 
 

Lord, in your mercy      Lord, hear us. 

hear our prayer.       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

Stand 
 

The President says 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.        
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia.  

And also with you. Alleluia. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Members of the congregation may greet one another with a sign of 

peace.  Remain standing to sing 
 

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is 

prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and 
presented. If you would prefer to give electronically, 

please use the QR code. 
 

 

 

   Alleluia, sing to Jesus!  
 His the sceptre, his the throne; 

 alleluia, his the triumph,  
 his the victory alone: 

 hark the songs of peaceful Sion  
 thunder like a mighty flood; 

 Jesus out of every nation,  
 hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

   2Alleluia, not as orphans  

 are we left in sorrow now; 
 alleluia, he is near us,  

 faith believes, nor questions how: 
 though the cloud from sight received him  

 when the forty days were o'er, 
 shall our hearts forget his promise,  

 'I am with you evermore'? 

    3Alleluia, bread of angels,  
thou on earth our food, our stay; 

alleluia, here the sinful  
flee to thee from day to day: 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners,  
earth's Redeemer, plead for me, 

where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

   4Alleluia, King eternal,  

thee the Lord of lords we own; 
alleluia, born of Mary,  

earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 
thou within the veil hast entered,  

robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
thou on earth both Priest and Victim  

in the eucharistic feast. 
 

     Words: W Chatterton Dix (1837-98)         Tune: HYFRYDOL                 AM 422 
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The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  
 

Creator of all, 

You wash away our sins, you give us new birth by the Spirit, 
and redeem us in the blood of Christ. 

As we celebrate the resurrection renew your gift of life within us. 

We ask this through the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with 
gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

The choir sings 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus qui venit  

In nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The President says  
 

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say, 
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

Remain standing for  
 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The President says 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 

 

The Distribution of Communion 
 

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All who are 

regular communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come forward 

at this point in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your hands to your 
sides. Please ask the priest if you need a gluten-free host. 
 

Notre Père… 
 

Vater Unser… 
 

Onze Vader… 
 

Padre Nuestro… 

 
Ojcze Nasz… 

 
Baba Yetu… 

 
E to matou Matua… 

 

Ein Tad… 
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We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either 

take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed.  This is for the 
reasons of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High Altar, 

please join the line for the station in the North-East Transept. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to prepare to 

receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

The President says  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Stand to pray in silence, before the President says 
 

Lord God our Father, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 

and in baptism have made us one with him: 

deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

All then say 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal  
 

 
 

   Light’s glittering morn bedecks the sky; 
   heaven thunders forth its victor-cry: 

   Alleluia, alleluia. 
   The glad earth shouts her triumph high, 

   and groaning hell makes wild reply: 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
   Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
   2That Eastertide with joy was bright, 

   the sun shone out with fairer light, 
   when, to their longing eyes restored, 

   the glad apostles saw their Lord: 
    
Words: John Mason Neale (1818-66) Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN  AM 208 
 

The President says 
 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 

Organ Voluntary    

   3He bade them see his hands, his side, 

   where yet the glorious wounds abide; 
   the tokens true which made it plain 

   their Lord indeed was risen again: 
 
  4All praise be thine, O risen Lord, 
   Alleluia, alleluia. 

   From death to endless life restored; 

   all praise to God the Father be 
   and Holy Ghost eternally: 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
   Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Tea and coffee will be served in the Clagett Auditorium 
following this morning’s Eucharist. All are very welcome.  

 

Kindly supported by the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral. 
 

To find out more about the Friends visit: 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org/support-us/friends 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding : Do you need to talk? 

Are you concerned about the safety of a child, young person or 
vulnerable adult?  

Or is there something that you would like to discuss that affects you?  

A safeguarding concern is anything that may impact the safety and wellbeing of 
a child, young person or vulnerable adult; if they are being neglected, harmed 

or at risk of being harmed by others or themselves, and are in need of 
protection. To report a non-emergency safeguarding concern please scan the 

QR code and complete our online form or email safeguarding@canterbury-
cathedral.org  

TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY SAFEGUARDING CONCERN PLEASE  

CONTACT THE CATHEDRAL CONSTABLES OFFICE:   

Located by the main entrance to the Precincts, Christ Church Gate.  

Alternatively, please call 01227 866237  



14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As part of our commitment to the care of the environment in our world, 
 this Order of Service is printed on unbleached 100% recycled paper. 

 

 

Some of this material is copyright: © Archbishops’ Council, 2000 

© Archbishops’ Council, 2006 

Hymns and songs reproduced under CCLI number: 1031280 

 

Produced by the Music & Liturgy Department: 

precentor@canterbury-cathedral.org 

01227 865281 

 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org 

 


