
THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY 

 

 

Sung Eucharist 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 
Sunday 23rd March 2025 

 
11.00am 

 

Quire 



Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 
 

 

The Choral Setting is 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-94),  
Missa Æterna Christi munera. 

 

Please ask the priest if you require a gluten-free communion wafer. 

 

 

Livestreaming 
 

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera, 

although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation. 

By attending you agree to be seen in this way.  

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy. 

 
 

Cover Image:  Transport, 2010, Anthony Gormley 
Eastern Crypt, Canterbury Cathedral 

 
 

THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury Cathedral in 
response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to give regularly.  

Parish Giving Scheme – Scan the QR code to make a one-off or 
regular donation to the Cathedral by joining the parish giving 
scheme. You can also visit  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or phone 0333 021271 quoting parish code 060606001.  

                         
By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid envelopes - UK taxpayers please 
fill in the details on the envelope.  
 
 

 

 
    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 

sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
   An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the 

Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 

Large print orders of service are available from the 

                stewards and virgers. Please ask. 

 
 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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The Gathering 

 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing 

 
 

 From ashes to the living font 

   your Church must journey, Lord, 
 baptized in grace, in grace renewed 

 by your most holy word.  
 

  2Through fasting, prayer and charity 
   your voice speaks deep within 

   returning us to ways of truth 

   and turning us from sin. 
 

  5From ashes to the living font, 
   your Church must journey still; 

   through cross and tomb to Easter joy, 
   in Spirit-fire fulfilled. 

 

Words: Alan J. Hommerding (b. 1956)      Tune: BANGOR                   AM 123 

 

The President says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

  3From desert to the mountaintop 
   in Christ our way to see, 

   so, tempered by temptation’s might, 
   we might transfigured be. 
 

   4For thirsting hearts let water flow, 
   our fainting souls revive; 

   and at the well your waters give 
   our everlasting life. 
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The President introduces  
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will 
not despise. Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 

and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 

Remain standing 
 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that 

we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to 

amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

Remain standing as the choir sings 
 

Kyrie Eleison 
 

Kyrie eleison 

Christe eleison 

Kyrie eleison 
 

The President says 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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Sit  
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 55.1-9 
 

The Lord says this: 
Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why 
do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 

which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so 

that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, 
sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 

commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  
   

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the 

wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return 
to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 63.1-9 
 

O God, thou art my God :  
early will I seek thee. 
 

My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth after thee :  
in a barren and dry land where no water is. 
 

Thus have I looked for thee in holiness :  
that I might behold thy power and glory. 
 

For thy loving-kindness is better than the life itself :  

my lips shall praise thee. 

As long as I live will I magnify thee on this manner :  
and lift up my hands in thy Name. 
 

My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with marrow and fatness :  

when my mouth praiseth thee with joyful lips. 
 

Have I not remembered thee in my bed :  

and thought upon thee when I was waking? 
 

Because thou hast been my helper :  

therefore under the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 
 

My soul hangeth upon thee :  
thy right hand hath upholden me. 
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Stand as the choir sings the first line then we join in 

 
 

You are the Word who binds us and unites us; 
you are the Word who calls us to be one; 

you are the Word who teaches us forgiveness: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour,  

Word of the Father, calling us to life: 

Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

The Gospel  Luke 13.1-9 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

There were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all 

other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as 
they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on 

them - do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 

Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they 
did.’ 
 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 

came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See 
here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I 

find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let 
it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it 

bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
 

Sermon    The Reverend A P Dodd, Canon Treasurer 
 

After the Sermon, a few moments of silence are kept as we reflect on 

what we have heard and then the choir sings  
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The Motet  
 

Ego sum panis vivus. 

Patres vestri manducaverunt manna  
in deserto, et mortui sunt. 

Hic est panis de coelo descendens: si  
quis ex ipso manducaverit,  

non morietur. 

I am that bread of life. 

Your fathers did eat manna in the 
wilderness, and are dead. 

This is the bread which cometh down  
from heaven, that a man may eat  

thereof, and not die. 
 

Words: John 6.48-50      Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-94) 

 

Stand to say 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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Please sit or kneel when the President says ‘Let us pray’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

One of these responses is used 
 

Lord, in your mercy      Lord, hear us. 

hear our prayer.       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

Stand 
 

The President says 
 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another.  
 

Remain standing to sing  
 

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is 

prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and 

presented. If you would prefer to give electronically, 
please use the QR code. 
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   O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
   that all thy church might be for ever one, 

   grant us at every Eucharist to say 
   with longing heart and soul, ‘Thy will be done’: 

   oh, may we all one bread, one body be, 
   through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 

   2For all thy church, O Lord, we intercede; 

   make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 

   draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
   by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 

   thus may we all one bread, one body be, 
   through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 

  3We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 

   O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 
   back to the faith which saints believed of old, 

   back to the church which still that faith doth keep: 
   soon may we all one bread, one body be,  

   through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 

   4So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 

   may we be one with all thy church above, 
   one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 

   one with thy saints in one unbounded love: 
   more blessèd still, in peace and love to be 

   one with the Trinity in Unity. 
 

Words: William Turton (1856-1938)  Tune: SONG 1  AM 460 
 

The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  
 

God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path of obedience, sustain us on 

our way and lead us to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For in these forty days 

you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 

we may grow in grace and learn to be your people once again. 
 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 

you bring us back to your generous heart. 

Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds 

we bless you for your mercy and join with saints and angels  
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

The choir sings 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus qui venit  
In nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread 
and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with 

confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 
 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 
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Jesus Christ is Lord: 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 

comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The President says  
 

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say, 
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Remain standing for  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

 

Notre Père… 
 

Vater Unser… 
 

Onze Vader… 
 

Padre Nuestro… 
 

Ojcze Nasz… 
 

Baba Yetu… 

 
E to matou Matua… 

 

Ein Tad… 
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Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. 

Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; 

we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

and share your bread with sinners. 

So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 

that he may live in us and we in him; 

and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 

Amen. 
 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 
 

The Distribution of Communion 
 

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All who are regular 

communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the sacrament. If 
you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come forward at this point in 

the service to receive a blessing, keeping your hands to your sides. Please ask 
the priest if you need a gluten-free host. 
 

We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either 

take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed.  This is for the reasons 
of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High Altar, 

please join the line for the station in the North-East Transept. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to prepare to 
receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

After the Agnus Dei, the congregation is invited to join the choir in singing 

remaining seated 

 

The congregation sings this refrain after each verse. The first time, the refrain 

is sung by the choir: 
 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 

for we have sinn'd against thee. 

 

 To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 
 lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 

 listen, O Jesu, to our supplications.  
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2O thou chief Corner-stone, Right Hand of the Father: 
 Way of Salvation, Gate of Life Celestial: 

 cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement.  
 

3God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: 

 bow down and hearken to thy weeping children: 
 pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses.  
 

4Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: 
 with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 

 grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.  
 

5Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 

 falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 
 save us, we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer.  
 

Words: A Lent Prose   Tune: Mode v    NEH 507 

Prayer after Communion 

The President says  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Stand to pray in silence, before the President says 
 

Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 

of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

All then say 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 

 

 O for a heart to praise my God, 

 a heart from sin set free; 
 a heart that's sprinkled with the blood 

 so freely shed for me: 
 

2A heart resigned, submissive, meek,  

 my great Redeemer's throne; 
 where only Christ is heard to speak, 

 where Jesus reigns alone: 
 

3A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 

 believing, true, and clean, 
 which neither life nor death can part 

 from him that dwells within: 
 

4A heart in every thought renewed, 
 and full of love divine; 

 perfect and right and pure and good — 
 a copy, Lord, of thine. 
 

5Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart, 
 come quickly from above;  

 write thy new name upon my heart, 
 thy new best name of Love. 

 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)   Tune: STOCKTON      AM 132 

 
Remain standing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 

Organ Voluntary   
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Tea and coffee will be served in the Clagett Auditorium 

following this morning’s Eucharist. All are very welcome.  
 

Kindly supported by the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral 
 

To find out more about the Friends visit: 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org/support-us/friends 
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Safeguarding : Do you need to talk? 

Are you concerned about the safety of a child, young person or 
vulnerable adult?  

Or is there something that you would like to discuss that affects you?  

A safeguarding concern is anything that may impact the safety and wellbeing of 

a child, young person or vulnerable adult; if they are being neglected, harmed 

or at risk of being harmed by others or themselves, and are in need of 
protection. To report a non-emergency safeguarding concern please scan the 

QR code and complete our online form or email safeguarding@canterbury-
cathedral.org  

TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY SAFEGUARDING CONCERN PLEASE  

CONTACT THE CATHEDRAL CONSTABLES OFFICE:   

Located by the main entrance to the Precincts, Christ Church Gate.  

Alternatively, please call 01227 866237  


