BOOK ONE

solely and entirely with all the strength of your souls, burriing
with My love - in the same way ds the Apostles, martyrs, and
all other souls who by My grace received the grace of perfec-
tion — shall drink deep of the richest and best wine in My cellar,
which is the supreme joy of love in the bliss of heaven.

CHAPTER 45: That we should strive fo recover our nobility,
and restore the likeness of the Trinity within ourselves

avERTHELESS, although this is the truth concerning
God’s infinite mercy towards you and me and all man-
kind, we should not therefore presume upon it and be wilfully
recldess in our way of living. For now that we may hope to be
restored by the Passion of our Lord to the dignity and happi-
ness which we lost through Adam’s sin, we should be all the
mote eager to please Him. And although we may never attain
it in this life, we should desire to recover some degree and like-
' ness of that dignity, so that the soul may be re-formed by grace
¢o a shadow of the image of the Trinity which it once had by
nature, and which it will have fully in heaven. This is the true
life of contermplation, which has its beginning here in this feel-
ing of love and in the spiritual knowledge of God, which
comes when the eyes of the soul are opened. This life will never
be lost or taken away from us, but will be perfected on another
plane in the joys of heaven, Our Lotd promised this to Mary
Magdalene, who was a contemplative, when He said o her:
Maria opfimat pasten elegii, quoe non auferetur ab ea (Luke x, 42).
Mary has chosen the best part — that is, the love of God in con-
templation —for it shall never be taken away from bes. T do not
say that you may in this life recover such entire and perfect pur-
ity and innocence, knowledge and love of God, s you had at

" fiest or shall have in the life to come. Nor do Isay that you can
escape all the sorrows and penalties of sin, nor that in this life
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THEE LADDER OF PERFECTION

if you wish, which is your reason, for our Lord says: Lucerna
corporis tui oculus tuns (Matt. v, 22). The light of your body is
the eye. Similarly it may be said that the lamp of the soul is the
reason, by which the soul may come to see all spiritual things.
With this lamp you will certainly find Jesus if you hold it up
from underneath the measure. As our Lord says: Nesto accendit
lucernam et ponit earn sub modio, sed super candelabrism (Matt. v,
15). No opelights a lamp in order to set it under a measure, but
onalampstand - thatis to say, your mind mustnotbe engrossed
in worldly activities, useless thoaghts, and earthly desires,
but must always aspire above all earthly things to the inward
vision of Jesus Christ. I you do this, you will sec all the dust,
dirt, and small blemishes in your house, that is, 21l the worldly
loves and fears within your soul. Yet notall, for as David says:
Delicta quis inselligit? (Ps. xix, 12). Who may know all his sin?
Meaning; no one. Cast out all these sins from your heart, sweep
your soul clean with the broom of the fear of God, wash it with
your tears, and you shall fmd your coin, Jesus. He is the coin,
He is the penny, and He is your heritage. Itis easier to describe
this coin than to find it, for the search is not the work of an
hour or 2 day, but of many days and years, and it demands both
bodily toil and spiritual effort. Bue if you do not give up, but
search diligently, sorrow deeply, grieve silently, and humble
yourself until tears of pain and anguish flow because you have
lost Jesus your treasure : then at length and when He wills it you
ohall find Him. And if you find Him as I have said — that is, if
you aze able with a pure.conscience to feel the close and peace-
ful presence of our blessed Lord Jesus Chuist, given as a fore-
shadowing and glimpse of Him as He is - then you may if you
wish call your friends to singand make merry with youbecause
you have found your coin, Jesus. -

BOOK ONE

CHAPTER 49: Where Jesus is lost, and through His wmercy
Sfound again

EE now the courtesy and mercy of Jesus. Youhavelost Him.
But where ? In your own house; that is, in your soul. If you
had lost Him outside your own house — that is, if you had lost
the power of reason through original sin - you would never
have found Him again. But He left you your reason, and so He
is within your soul, and will never be lost outside it. Neverthe-
less you are no neares to Him until you have found Him. He is
within you, although He islost to you; but youare not in Him
until you have found Him. In this, too, is His mercy, that He
would suffer Himself to be lost only where He may be found.
There is no need to travel to Rome or Jerusalem to search for
Him : but tumn your thoughts into your own soul where He is
hidden, and seek Him there. For as the prophet says: Vere fu es
deus absconditus (Isa. xlv, 15). Truly, Lord, Thou art a hidden
God. And Christ himself says in the Gospel: Simile est regnum
caelorum thesauro abscondito in agro; quem qui invenit homo, prae
gavdio illius vadit, et vendit universa quae habet, et emit agrum illym
(Matt. xiii, 44). The kingdom of heaven is like 2 treasure hid-
den in a field, which when a man finds, for joy of it he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field. Jesus is the treasure hid-
-den in your soul. If you could find Him in your soul, and your
sou in Him, I am sure that you would gladly give up the love
of all earthly things in order to have Him. Jesus sleepsspiritually
in vour heart as he once slept bodily in the ship with His dis-
ciples. But they, fearing to perish, awoke Him, and He quickly
saved them from the tempest. Therefore rouse Him as they did
by prayer, and wake Him with the loud cry of your desire, and
He will quickly rise and help you.
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THE LADDER OF PERFECTION

e will receive a higher accidental
ceward than all others, as is showm in Ioly Scripture by the
prophet Danel, when he says: Tw autem vade ad praefinitum
ot stabis in sorte ta in finem dieruns (Daniel
when the angel had shown Danicl the

secrets of God, he said: Go to the rest of your bodily death, and:

bis status a bishop and prelat

fempus, ef Tequiesces,
xii, 13). That 15 to say,

you shall stand in your place as a prophet at the last day. And

2s Daniel will assuredly stand as a prophet at the day of judge-
ment, and enjoy the honour and precedence of a prophet as well
as the supreme reward of the love and sight of God, so you will

stand in your own place as an anchoress, a Religious as a Reli-

gious, and s0 with other high callings, and will receive honour

above others at the day of judgement.

CHAPTER 62: A short address on humility and charity

ow from what 1 have said,if I have made it clear, you will
find it a comfort in your way of life and 2 help in learn-
ing hamility. For although it be true that if you come to heaven
you will receive the special reward for your state of life, there
may be many a wife and woman living in the world who will
be nearer to God than you, and who will love Him more and
know Him better than you despite your way of life. This will
put you to shame unless you labour to acquire as full and per-
fect a degree of charity as anyone living in the world. For if by
the gift of God you attain only the same degree of charity as
one who remains in a worldly occupation, you will have the
same degree of the supreme reward ; but in addition to this you
will reccive the particular reward and honour belonging to
your own calling, which he will not have. If, then, you wish to
grow in grace, forget your calling - foritis nothing in itself -
nd direct all your desires and efforts to acquiring charity,
hurnility, and other virtues. All depends on this. |
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